I recently attended a research symposium where I came across a term I had never heard before; evidence-based design. What a curious term that is. After all, under what circumstances would an experienced lighting designer need evidence before starting work? The answer is when the designer is acting like an explorer. Anyone who has read about the early exploration of Africa, Australia and Antarctica will know that a lack of knowledge can be fatal. So, having some idea of the conditions likely to be experienced, knowing what equipment will work well in those conditions and having the means to enlist the support of the people likely to be encountered are all very desirable. But where can the lighting designer get the necessary knowledge? For the conditions likely to be experienced, there is usually advice available from people familiar with the application. For what equipment will work well in the identified conditions, quality manufacturers of quality lighting equipment will provide reliable information. It is when it comes to the expectations of users that a problem arises. The problem is that it is often assumed that meeting code recommendations will satisfy users' expectations. This may be correct but it may not, particularly when a new application or new equipment is involved. For these situations, postoccupancy evaluations are valuable. Unfortunately, while post-occupancy evaluations are often advocated, they are rarely completed. Partly, this is because they can be expensive and, partly, because both owners and designers have little interest in publicising unsatisfactory installations. Yet, clarifying why a lighting design has been found to be inadequate often provides the most useful information for future designs. What is required to increase the frequency of postoccupancy evaluations is a simple, low-cost methodology and a means of accumulating their findings, anonymously if necessary. The results obtained by the PROBE studies in the UK, the COPE studies of the National Research Council, Canada, and the Delta Portfolio of the Lighting Research Center are examples of what can be achieved. With LEDs advancing relentlessly across the lighting world, an effort to collect post-occupancy evaluations of LED-based designs would be valuable.
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The Walsh-Weston Award goes to RD Clear for his paper 'Discomfort glare: What do we actually know?'
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